Atlantoaxial rotatory fixation in a case of tubercular lymphadenitis.
Atlantoaxial fixation is a relatively rare cause of torticollis which may be easily missed in practice. Early diagnosis is important as this indicates a compromised atlantoaxial complex with the potential to cause neural damage or even death. Here, we report a case of atlantoaxial rotatory fixation in a 13 yr old male with torticollis for two years and history of defaulting treatment for tubercular lymphadenitis. In this case, the odontoid peg view revealed asymmetric distance between the odontoid and lateral mass of atlas which was confirmed with Fluoroscopy and Computed Tomography (CT) scan. Magnetic Resonance Imaging (MRI) was also done which showed hyperintensity in alar ligaments with posterior inclination of the odontoid peg along with cervical lymphadenopathy.